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Mechanism Governance objectives Living lab experimentation 

Municipal food 

strategies 

Multiple municipal actions and 

responsibilities covered in relation 

to food. Strategies link ambitions 

and outcomes of agriculture, urban 

consumption and food security. 

Lucca co-developed a food strategy with 

the aim to unit five municipalities around 

a shared vision and implementation 

structure. 

Territorial 

cohesion 

Co-ordinated efforts to promote 

food-based territorial cohesion 

promote food system integration 

and market access.  

Tukums LL drew on producer and 

gastronomic networks, branding, market 

infrastructure assets and producer 

directories to enhance regional food 

identity and social inclusion. 

Public 

procurement 

Procurement contracts legally 

specify environmental and social 

food qualities that have been 

politically agreed. 

Gloucestershire, Lucca, Ljubljana, 

Lisbon, Tukums and Valencia worked 

with partners to improve the effectiveness 

of regional supply chains in school food 

catering.  

Branding European (PDO/PGI) and local 

symbols on food packaging 

underline the importance of food 

to regional identity, and regulate 

distinctive qualities of production. 

In Lucca and Tukums local products and 

supply chains highlighted efforts to 

improve visitor awareness of local food 

offers, and to support value-added 

opportunities in local and export markets. 

Sustainability 

indicators 

Food system performance 

indicators help to integrate and 

measure food system performance 

across multiple dimensions. 

Ede’s living lab initiated a range of 

dashboard indicators to assess rural-urban 

linkages and sustainability performance in 

the region. 

 



Access to land can be a limiting or enabling factor in urban agriculture. ‘De Site’ a 

community gardening project in Ghent, Belgium, overcame limits in availability by using 

land for a short period, planting vegetables in a brownfield site allocated for future housing 

development. The gardens allowed a predominantly migrant community the chance to grow 

food, initially for self-provisioning, although surpluses were sold to a community shop using 

an alternative local currency. These small gardens also provided the opportunity to meet and 

discuss, and to nurture a community. By liaising with the planning authority, the project 

representatives succeeded in securing an alternative location to which to move the gardens, 

once the original site was developed. In this way, the project made use of the limited period 

of land availability and ensured continuity of community cohesion and new food growing 

opportunities. You can read more here - https://use.metropolis.org/case-studies/growth-of-

small-scale-peri-urban-agriculture-in-ghent-belgium#casestudydetail 

 


